
Party policy on drugs 

Liberal Democrats: 

“The war on drugs isn't working - it's time for a new approach. We want to see a radical 
change to UK drug laws. We want to: 

 Crack down on criminal gangs that supply illegal drugs 
 Help users and those who suffer from drug addiction 
 End imprisonment for possessing drugs for personal use! 

Adding this, released the previous week –  

The Deputy Prime Minister today (4 March) will confirm that the Liberal Democrat manifesto 
will contain the most far-reaching drug reform policies ever put forward by a major political 
party. Liberal Democrat leader Nick Clegg made the commitment at an event alongside 
entrepreneur Richard Branson, a member of the Global Commission on Drug Policy. 

The manifesto will include commitments to: 

 Adopt the approach used in Portugal, where those arrested for possession of 
drugs for personal use are diverted into treatment, education or civil penalties 
that do not attract a criminal record. 

 Legislate to end the use of imprisonment for possession of drugs for personal 
use, diverting resources towards tackling organised drug crime instead, as a first 
step towards reforming the system. 

 Continue to apply severe penalties to those who manufacture, import or deal in 
illegal drugs, and clamp down on those who produce and sell unregulated 
chemical highs. 

 Establish a review to assess the effectiveness of the cannabis legalisation 
experiments in the United States and Uruguay, in relation to public health and 
criminal activity. 

 Legislate to make the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs independent in 
setting the classification of drugs, while remaining accountable to Parliament and 
the wider public. 

 Enable doctors to prescribe cannabis for medicinal use. 

 Put the Department of Health rather than the Home Office in charge of drug 
policy. 

He said: “If you’re anti-drugs, as I am, then you have a responsibility to look at the evidence 
of what actually works to reduce drug harm. At the moment, the level of harm to individuals 
and communities – here and around the world – is still unacceptably high. We need to get a 
grip on this problem. So, if you’re anti-drugs, you should be pro-reform. What we now need 
is brave political leadership to openly acknowledge that new ways of controlling illegal drug 
markets and discouraging use are required. So, my challenge today for politicians, the press 
and the public is to accept the overwhelming evidence that things are not working, that 
politicians are letting down the victims of the drugs trade by failing to engage with the 



evidence. Talking tough while acting weak may be tempting, but it no longer fools anyone. It 
is time to commit to a radically smarter approach to tackle this problem head-on.” 

The Green Party website: 
 
http://policy.greenparty.org.uk/du.html 
 

 
Plaid Cymru  

Plaid Cymru recognises that alcohol and drug abuse shatters lives. We also recognise that, 
in most cases, abusers of these substances need treatment and support. In our General 
Election 2015 manifesto, Plaid Cymru has committed to increase access to talking therapies 
in counselling, and has said that it would fund support for eating disorders, and drug and 
alcohol treatment. 

Plaid Cymru would also introduce a 50p minimum price per unit on alcohol sales. This would 
tackle the crime and health problems which result from cheap but highly intoxicating drinks 
and would reduce violent, drunken behaviour, while supporting licensed premises such as 
the community pub. 

Plaid Cymru also recognises that a minority of soldiers encounter real problems with drug 
and alcohol abuse when leaving the forces. We would help reduce problems alcohol 
amongst soldiers and veterans by supporting an alcohol dependence strategy, which could 
be jointly funded by the Ministry of Defence and Department of Health.  

In order to help prisoners with mental health, alcohol and drug problems, Plaid Cymru would 
wish to improve co-operation between health and substance misuse services. 

Plaid Cymru believes that current drug policy unnecessarily criminalises many people and is 
a poor use of finite resources. Through decriminalising cannabis use and putting additional 
resources into prevention, we would look to reduce the use of all harmful drugs, 
concentrating resources on those pushing drugs, and helping addicts and users.” 

http://policy.greenparty.org.uk/du.html

